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HOW TO ADVERTISE ONLINE

There’s so much space
here...I'll take it!
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Slide 2

‘To Let’ = Let?

NOTES: Do Classified Adverts in your local paper still work?

Yes they do BUT they need to be optimised to ensure a good response. It is estimated that over 70% of searching
tenants search online now for their next property. So in addition to the local advertising which should include: your
local newspaper; word of mouth to friends, family + work colleagues; posters in local shops; community centres;
supermarkets; colleges etc, you’ll need to consider Online Advertising as well as, to catch families + professionals
who are relocating to Milton Keynes. Relocating tenants won’t necessarily have easy access to the local newspaper
or your local supermarket, so the majority will search online. It will become more + more essential for your letting

to appear online in the future or you may find that your property or room To Let becomes harder to fill.
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Who are your Online COMPETITORS?

rightmove.co.uk nicholas.co.uk

primelocation.com

michaelgraham.co.uk propertywide.co.uk

Notes: So who are your Online Competitors?

You might not think it, but your direct competitors are established Letting + Estate Agents who are ahead of the
game in terms of online marketing. They have large budgets, afforded by extravagant fees charged to reluctant
tenants and landlords.

Have a look at the above websites to see how sophisticated and professional they look...or don’t look. Because
these sites are available 24/7, the majority of tenants who are trying to find a private landlord end up giving up and
turn to a Letting Agent instead - Your competitor. Online, tenants can view all the property To Let details, link up to
maps to find the location at any time of day or night.

BUT as a Private Landlord you have a distinct advantage ¢ no agency fees ¢ which is very attractive to private
tenants IF they can find you and, ultimately, IF you have their perfect property to rent!



Slide 4: Check Out Your Online Competitors:

HANDOUT 1

HOUS@ »‘ ol  OROMNECOMPETTOS

Letting Agents Wehsites

www.primelocation.com
Services Offered

Main competitor for everyone, letting agents and

Estate agents alike.

Prime Location doesn't enable private landlords to

Advertise on the site. UNLESS you link with a letting

Agent who has paid their subscription OR with www.lettingaproperty.co.uk But your advert will
be buried under all the priority letting agencies.

Www.rightmove.co.uk

Rivalto Prime Location.

Services Offered Caters for Estate and Letting Agents

Deters individual Private

Landlords would need to go via a letting agent or for your letting to appear on the site.
WWW.propertywide.com New kid on the block - Estate Agent led website
Services Offered To rival Prime Location and Rightmove.

Purely for Estate and Letting Agents.

Launched Dec 2009
www.michaelgraham.co.uk Milton Keynes Estate and Letting Agent that offers
Services Offered equal ‘website’ weight to their lettings.

Landlords who register their properties to let with

Michael Graham would have their details uploaed

on to their wehsite, subject to £200+ fee.
www.nicholas.co.uk Milton Keynes Estate and Letting Agent that offers
Services Offered equal ‘website' weight to their lettings.

Landlords who register their properties to let with
Nicholas would have their details uploaded
on to their website, subject to £200+ fee




Slide 5: Online Websites that Specialise in Private Lettings

Get

ONLINE!

www.gumtree.com

www.spareroom.co.uk

www.upad.com

www.lettingaproperty.com

www.houseshout.co.uk

Contemporary 4 bed house in Milton Keynes
www.urooms.co.uk £1100pcm
MK14 9Qz
www.houseflys.co.uk

Notes: Get Online! All the latest websites where you can list your room or property To Let on

However, this is still in its infancy, and private property websites are only just beginning to pop up. Some are good
but lots aren’t so good. Check them all out before deciding which ones suit you.

To increase your property’s exposure online, try to list on as many suitable sites as you can. Be aware of websites
who promise to add your details to Rightmove or Prime Location, ask them to provide you with proof that they are
doing this.

Houseflys: We are new too. We’re local, with a website that looks as professional as a Letting Agent. We have an
added feature where searching tenants can upload their ‘Accommodation Wanted’ requirements, which trigger
email + text alerts to be sent out within hours to local Private Landlords, a first in the MK area.

No Letting Agents are allowed to advertise on Houseflys. We are the only website to do this. Our sole focus is
Private landlords + tenants.

Once we reach a critical level of landlords advertising on the website, we will be able to also gain a presence on the
larger websites such as Prime Location or Rightmove, which are currently only available to Letting Agents.
Collectively, this will enable greater online exposure to all Milton Keynes + Bucks Private Landlords.

As a Private Landlord you will then be on a level playing field against all the Letting agents with the added
advantage of no fees!



Slide 6: Details of Current Services and Costs of other Online Landlord Websites:

House/ls.cou

HANDOUT 2.
Property Rental Websites for [andlords

Www.gumtree.com
Services Offered:

Classified advertising by Area: Free AD for 30 days, with description + images
Urgent tag to Ad: £42 for 7 days
Featured Ad 3 Days £39, 7 Days £69, 14 Days £99

www.upad.co.uk

Online Letting Agent covering London, will add additional area on request

Services Offered Tenants Finding Services + Advertising on 100 Portals £59 you get property description and photos.
Full Online Property Management Services including Rent Collection

WWW.Sparerooms.co.uk Rooms and Houseshares only covering UK

Services Offered Advertise your room for free for 30 days - Description + Photos and listing on other portals

Pay for Bold Advert which keeps you at the top of the list for various prices: £7-£29

www.lettingaproperty.com

Claims to advertise your property on property portals such as Rightmove

Property Letting in the UK Description + images of your letting
1 month: £49, 2 months: £69, 3 months: £89+vat
www.houseshout.com Advertising Property Sales and Lettings UK
Not yet trading. Rentals free, Sells £49+VAT
WWW.Urooms.co.uk Not yet trading
Not yet trading. Services Offered: Not known as yet.
www.houseflys.co.uk Property + Room Rental website exclusively covering Milton Keynes + Bucks
Services Offered Live advertising on houseflys

Full descriptions and upto 4 images

Your letting links to google maps

Full control of your account + advertising 24/7
1 Fullcontrol of your data including deletion

4 weeks ‘live’ advertising: £5

10 weeks ‘live’ advertising: £10
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